“Power Corrupts and Absolute Power Corrupts Absolutely”

By Stephanie Tacit

The Quote:

-Actually “Power tends to corrupt, and absolute power corrupts absolutely.”

-Created by John Emerich Edward Dalberg-Acton

-Created in a letter to Bishop Mandell Creighton on April 3, 1887

Understanding the Quote:

-Power = control, an ability to do something

-Corrupt = willing to act dishonestly in return for money or personal gain

-Absolute = complete, total

Lord Acton:

-Famous British historian

-Lived January 10th, 1834 - June 19th, 1902

-Respected because of vast learning, ideas on politics and religion, lifelong occupation of human freedom

-Ancient Roman Catholic family (lifelong religion)

-Angered other Catholics with fierce opposition of the doctrine of papal infallibility (inability of making mistakes or being wrong)

-Stayed away from modern ideas such as the notion of unlimited progress and the blessing of nationalism and democracy

-Loved historical research

-Master of principal foreign languages

-Began at an early age to collect a magnificent historical library, with the object, never in fact realixed, of writing a great “History of Liberty”

-Ardent Liberal in politics

-Editor of Roman Catholic monthly paper

-Secedes during the Old Catholic separation

-Made, in this context, his most famous quote, “Power tends to corrupt, and absolute power corrupts absolutely.”

      A)       Chapter Nineteen-“Besieged”


B) 1)
The title of the chapter was “Besieged”.  I think that the name to the chapter was appropriate because besieged means “surrounded by armed forces that are trying to force surrender” and that is what Sir Philip did to Peter in this chapter.

2) An alternative name for this chapter might be “Caught!” because Sir Philip caught Peter at his house, “Getaway” because Peter and Kit escaped near the end of the chapter, or “Swords, Guns, and Arrows” because Peter’s father shot an arrow at one of Sir Philip’s men, and all three weapons were mentioned in the chapter.

3) The climax of the Chapter started when Sir Philip fired a gun, but the big climax was when Sir Philip was trying to find ways to sneak into Peter’s house and Peter and Kit had to escape.

4) In this chapter, Peter arrives at his house and is tended to.  There he tells everybody about the plot to assassinate Queen Elizabeth and Peter’s dad takes charge.  Just when Kit and the Brownriggs think that they are safe for the moment, Sir Philip comes to their house to search for Peter.  At this point, Peter’s father has had enough, and he tells Sir Philip that he will not let him inside.  Because Sir Philip is very angry and believes Peter is inside hiding, he fires his gun and tries to break into the house using various techniques.  In the end, Kit and Peter escape through the dairy window and head down to get help for Peter’s family and to escape to Keswick with their horses at Bell’s stable to tell the Justice of the Peace Mr. Armthwaite about the plot to assassinate Queen Elizabeth.

5) The lead-in to the next chapter is pretty intense.  It urges the reader to keep reading to find out if Kit and Peter escape all right, without Sir Philip catching them.  The end to the chapter suggests that Kit and Peter are in a desperate position, so the reader is pulled into the next chapter.  Overall, the ending to the chapter was pretty good, but I think that maybe if a new problem presented itself at the end of the chapter, it would be even more effective in capturing the readers attention.

6) In this chapter, Kit has been a lot more feminine than in previous chapters.  For example, when she cried when she saw Peter indicates that maybe she is developing feelings for him, and Kit also served Peter food, which was considered women’s work in those days, and Kit also mentioned not pretending to be a boy after everything is over.

C) *See other paper*

D) -Mr. Armthwaite: a Justice of the Peace mentioned-pg. 215

-Sir Walter Percy identified (man that fell in previous chapter)-pg. 218

-Inside of Peter’s house, including the doorstep-pg. 212, Peter’s bedroom-pg. 213, the kitchen-pg. 216, loft over the bedroom upstairs-pg. 217, and the dairy window-pg. 222

E) *See crossword*

F) 1)
Which chapter was “Besieged?”



A)  Ch.16    B)  Ch.17    C)  Ch.18    D)Ch.19


2)
What does Kit think happened to Peter when she first sees him?  He has been…



A) Beaten    B) Drunk    C)  Turned into a zombie    D)  Tortured

3) What is the name of the Justice of the Peace peter wants to see?



A)  Mr. Andrews    B)  Mr. Arrowsmith    C)  Mr.Armstrong

D) Mr. Armthwaite

4) Where does Mr. Armthwaite live?


A)  London    B)  Lonsdale    C)  Ottawa    D)  Keswick

5) Why does Peter’s brother come inside before he is done splitting wood?


A)  The world is being attacked by aliens!    B)  He’s lazy


C)  Peter called him in    D)  Sir Philip was coming

6) Why did Sir Philip come to Peter’s house?


A)  He felt like it    B)  Afternoon tea    C)  He wanted to apologize


D)  He thought Peter was there

7) Why did Sir Philip and his men stop beating at the door?

A)  They got tired    B)  To make a plan    C)  To climb in through the dairy window    D)  To make fun of Peter

8) Peter recognized one of Sir Philip’s men in particular.  It was…


A)  His best friend    B)  His brother    C)  The yellow gentleman

D) Duncan

9) What does Peter’s mother suggest doing to Sir Philip and his men?


A)  Pouring boiling water over them    B)  Shooting them all


C)  Giving them refreshments    D)  Throwing water balloons at them

10) Where are Peter and Kit’s horses waiting?


A)  Peter’s barn    B)  Mr. Bell’s stable    C)  Keswick    D)  Up the hill

G) *See poster*

